Press Release on Irish Coast Guard Statistics for 2008

In 2008 the Coast Guard responded to a total of 1876 incidents, which represents a 4% decrease from 2007. It was encouraging for all involved in marine rescue operations to see a drop in the overall number of incidents which is particularly noticeable in some leisure sector activities. This includes a 33% drop in sailing yachts/dingy call outs to 201; 10% decrease in Jet Ski call outs to 19; 25% decrease in rowing boat call outs to 12 and a 13% decrease in assistance given to swimmers to 54 call outs. Overall the decrease reflects an increasing public awareness of the water safety messages relayed to the public in Coast Guard safety messages and also from our partners in the RNLI, Irish Water Safety Association and the Irish Sailing Association. Some factor must also be taken of the poor weather during the summer which would have decreased overall water user numbers but increased the individual likelihood of getting into difficulty.

However there is still room for improvement in many of the leisure areas especially in shoreline activities, anglers, surfing and sail-boarding where there has been an increase in incidents in 2008; this was also the case for 2007. 92 incidents were responded to on the inland waterways. Coast Guard volunteer teams continued to carry out safety patrols for the wearing of lifejackets and assisting recreational water user at major seaside areas and slipways and by pro-active compliance patrolling by Coast Guard boats. 

Fishing vessel call out statistics showed a 20% decrease to 221 call outs in 2008. Improvements in fishing vessel safety and new regulations for mid-sized vessels appear to be having a positive impact in the Sector.

Assistance given to An Garda Siochana in mountain rescue incidents decreased by 23% to 39 and for assistance with missing persons to 132 requests. The Coast Guard responded to 92 requests for assistance from the UK, 19 from France and 12 from Spanish Marine Rescue Coordination Centres. 21 aircraft incidents were responded to in 2008, a decrease of 22%.

63062 marine safety broadcasts were made to shipping as well as 742 marine pollution broadcasts and the Coast Guard responded to 22 pollution and salvage incidents. Coast Guard volunteer teams were called out 707 times and Coast Guard helicopters tasked on 450 missions. In all the Coast Guard assisted 2968 persons in 2008 and saved 187 lives.

Coast Guard Units and Coast Guard Helicopter taskings also showed a slight decrease in 2008. The nuisance calls, hoax calls and false alarms have all shown a significant decrease which hopefully reflects on a maturing public where maritime matters are concerned.

The Coast Guard Message for 2009 is:

Before you go out on the water 

·
Check your craft and all it's equipment

·
Plan your trip carefully

·
Tell someone ashore where you are going and when you will be back

·
You must wear an approved, fully serviced, Personal Flotation Device 

·
Check the weather and tides, if unsuitable, cancel your trip and stay safe

If you see someone in difficulty on the water or on the cliffs, dial 999 or 112 and ask for the COAST GUARD

The number of incidents handled by the Irish Coast Guard in 2008 was 1876.

	Incident Type
	            2007
	             2008

	Fishing Vessels
	             278
	               221      

	Sailing & Leisure Craft
	             541
	               422             

	Merchant Vessels
	               64
	                 63

	Angling/Rowing/Canoe
	               70            
	                 75       

	Jet-Ski
	               21
	                 19               

	Divers
	               22           
	                 18

	Kite-Sailboard/Surfer
	               41
	                 52                    

	Medical Evacuation
	             190                 
	                169

	Mountain/Cliff Rescue
	               79
	                  68    

	Shoreline Activities
	              159      
	                198 


Note to Editors:

The Coast Guard services include:

· Provision of a national marine search and rescue response service, including a service to the off-shore islands;

· Provision of a coastal, inland and, where appropriate, cliff search and rescue service;

· Provision of a post-emergency body search and recovery service and relative liaison;

· Manage, train, equip and provide for the health and safety of circa 1,000 Coast Guard volunteers at 55 locations on the coast and inland waterways of Ireland.

· Develop and co-ordinate an effective regime in relation to marine pollution;

· Provision of a response to marine casualty incidents and to monitor/intervene in marine salvage operations;

· Provision of a maritime assistance service and act as a national point of contact between vessels and coastal states.

· Act as Single Point of Contact in maritime security incidents

